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Winter in Switzerland and Brittany, Tulip blossom in the Netherlands

Switzerland : sunny, remote mountain valleys

Many of our relativesind friends probably think, we must weird, as we stopped working 1989become permanent
globetrottersat aratheriit e n d e(i.e. age 0
37/40) However, what wintended tado now

is on one hand rather normalytmight on the
other hand bear the risk of offending sodhst
like manyexpats we knoywho alsohad been
living for more than 10 years abroadk once
wanted to holidayn our home country, rather
thansolelyvisiting friends and relatives.
Therefore, we secretly arranged a couple of nice
holiday apartments in some remote valleys,
high up in themouwntains.To us it will be an
interesting experience to spend a wirtkes

way.

Coming from Chamoniin France we arrived
in Switzerland on October 182011,s0it was
anyway best that nobody knew, as it wbhbk a
bad omen fothose who are superstitious!
Becausehe first ofour chosen hideawaysas
far away from any big shopping centres, we
spent the first Swiss buckson after crossing
the borderijn the densely populated area
between Sion and Vispn this country home
electronicsare in general a fair bit cheaper than
in the EU, so we got ourselves a new digital
camera and some memory extension for our

notebook.

Further up tk Valais Valley, civilisation is limited to a few lonely villages. We made an overnight stop at one of them:
Obergestelnk-or only CHF 60 we got a private room, which was actualbn apartment. It was situated ineoof those
black wooden housetypical for this valley. They often have some pretty storage sheds standing next to them.

We were quite lucky that the snow from last weekend melted quickly away and mesigussepeadagain.Next
morning,we opted for a sid&ip over the Grimsel Pase Meiringen in the Bernese Oberland. As Sustenpass was closed
due to a mudslide, we backtrackedte Valais from where we first conquered the Furka Pass and later Oberalp Pass tc
reach the canton of GrisoB.r i gi t t e damihal private dodm draund Flims/Laax but soon we discovered, it
is so touristy, therare onlyhotels andold holiday apartment block#/e asked around for quite a while and finally had

to take something rather expensive and not that outstandingf, least it included a superb breakfast.

Zernez : a perfect holiday flat embedded in a perfect landscape

On the next morning we continued to Davos, from where we ascended to beautiful FliglnRassummitthere was
more snow than on any of the other passes we had croc
metresabove sea levelLess than an hour later, we reacdednez.

It was now October 15, 2011 and weved into our firstefuge which we had reserved for almost ten weeks. It was a
very new 80 square metres flat, situated on theffilsto or o f t h Evergthing evas of genéraus siamd .we
alsohad a south facing balcony.

As much we were smitten by this apartment, we were also smitten by Zecsted on 1474 m above sealevell t 6 s
nestledn the high altituderalley of Engadin, one dhe most beautifulrad least densely populatadeasof Switzerland
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Flanked by impressive mountain peaks w e 6 siteatechatthe county $eastern edgeright at the doorstep to its only
national park

Despite beingwitzerb n dird largest village in are§Zernezis as big as the canton of Jughas barely more than
16000 i nlhts&hbhasty batmr asrather low scale, just big enough to provide all infrastructure necessary for a nic
holiday. Within walking distance, we had two bakeraesl twosupermarketsone Dener Satellit and a mediusized

Coop. For such a small village, Coogad a superb choice in prime meat and. fizring offseason, they obviously

cod dndét sell i and theerlefbrewb aotildoofted geetheést pieciscounted td0% for quick sale. If
youdre in the right plrlandeanbetecohomieal. r i ght ti me, even Sy

Butsurelys omet i mes wepayimgul dndt avoid
high prices. Tourist tax can be thaigh, even Bill A Ih
Gates would think twice whether he can afford

them. Surely, they are meant to-dff foreigners,

but as we have the law of equight, even we

have to bear ahpay it. We had also to gesed

to Switzer!|l andomanagenemti st i
systemagain Everything you can recycle, can be
given away for freghute ver yt hi ng you
billed either by the bag or by thi¢o. Some

families with small children spend a fortune
disposing of their nappie€ouples and singles
however, can easily get by with just a few Swiss
Franccamonth.t 6 s just tricky
rubbi sh doesndét stink t
taxed bag is full to the rim. Well, just too bad if
you have seafood shells, fisbr meat bones left
over already on the first day of your holiday, as :
we had..but the sea bass was delicious and really
cheap...

Golden autumn in the Engadin Valley

Zernezis situated in the Engadin Valley and it was a real pull of luck to choose this region as our first hideaway.
According to a smooth talking tourist office, the Engadin is pleased with at least as many sunny days as Andalusia,

however, they are smart endugot to mention any temperatur¥set , it 6s a fact that thi
thanks to the high altitudef the valley floor( ~ 1 6 HBOMOmM abave sea level), fog is a real exception, in sharp
contrast to Switzerlandds | owl ands.

Throughoulautumn 2011the weathewas certainly up to satisfactiolt was exceptionally warm and calm, as in the rest
of the continent. We arrived just at the right time, when the trees started to develop their colourfi
autumn foliage. Up here, thereeanot that many leaf trees but maitdyches that lostheir
needleswhicharetherefore botanically consideredsleaves.

During our first three weeksve withessed the splendid cycletbEsetrees getting

yellow, then orange and finally droppingeiih needlesThose stood in nice contrast to
evergreen conifeiThe sun was with us every dagd let temperatures rise approx.

15°C, but at nighthey droppeaonsiderably below freezing. We were astonished how
long the many petunia and geraniums thetorated the window silts survived. Only

after the thermometer fell t40°C, they all died.

Snow couldpreserity only be seerup on the mountain peakst twice already, the entire regibad gotten a thick layer
of snow. The first timéad beervery early:mid SeptemberThen Zernez had to cope with half a metre of snow. It
melted within days, but the same happened again or'tbe®ctober, damaging lots of plants and trees and fgmlin
the pass roads tettemporarily closd.

Now roadshad opened again and we were keen to discover this mountaierausedore winter closure will be imposed
which could theoretically be after the nextundansnowfall.

Not a day we stayed in. Wegt had to find the right balance between driving over the martw-coveredpasses and
hiking between the autumn trees in the valleys.

3/16



As Switzerland is a small countrgnd our base

was located on its eastern extremity, our tours
often involved alsdtaly and/or AustriaSomehow

it was impressive, to see thtatother language is
spoken inalmost every valleyAlready the local
languageRhaeteRomanceor Romanshconsists

of five so distinctively different dialects
standardisatiomwas necessaryl herefore

fiRumantsch Grischidrwas introducedAll those
Romansh languages are spoken by no more than
1006000 people in Switz:
considerone of them atheir moher tongue.

Lucky us, they alkpeak Swiss German as well.
Those RhaetdRomanic languages had been
introduced during the middle ages by the Roman
Empire Therefore many more dialectare being
spokenin other Alpine countriggrom northern
ltalytotheld | omi tes of Toodayd
make things less bimig, several distinctly different
Italian and German dialects are begmpken in the surrounding vallegs all sides of th&wissborderl t 6 s no't
exaggeratetb say, that more than 10 languagessa@ken in a 8 kilometregadiusaroundZernez. @ top of it, we still
hadthe chance to polish our Spanish a bit, as one of the sales attendants in the local supermarket comes from Ecuac

Back to our sighteeng. Our discovery tours included the following fascinating mountain paabasentioned with
their altitude in metres above sea lew@ien2149 Maloja1815 Julier2284 Spliger2113 Lukmanier 1914
Reschenpass 1507 Awstria.. stop, stop, stopthis is getting too muctMaybe we just mention the tallest onEliela
2383,Albula 2312, Bernina 2328Jmbrail 250landStilfser Joc2760in Italy. All passroadscluded fascinating drives
through breathtaking scenery amtcounable hairpin bend©n many of the summits, there was a bit of satangthe
roadside and sometimes a slightly frozen lake.

As much as we enjoydde drives to the thin air and the astonishing rock formations, and as much as we enjoyed our
hikes between the colourful trees, as much we loved visiting the traditional Engadin villages.sThbharaxcteristic

about them, arthe houses with extremely thigvalls. Futhermore the openings for the windowaretypically all

slanted. Tie usually big buildings that at least in the olden times, included statdéayricks, are often showing
extensivemuraldecorationsEither theyare painted or applied intechnique called sgraffito.

Perfectionism and marketing

The stgein ourhome countrymade us again aware of the Swiss tendency to perfectionism. An illustrative example we
the kitchen appliances of our holiday fl8urely, they were all expensive Swiss makes. Whereas in most parts of Europ
dishwasher$or exampleare available foapprox. 200 t@00 Euros Swisshowever, choosassembly appliances with
cladding sheetmatching the rest of the kitchen furniture. Thestata whoopingi 2 6 0t® 0 4 6Thén@anufacturer
promises a particulrlong life expectancy of their produdtgprovided the devicearebeing serviced annually. To make
this as reasonable as possible, they offer a sepactage that costs only Euro 100 per ybat is limited tol2 yeas.

Even during that timenot all spareparts and not all labour hours aneluded.

During our time in the Engadin Valley, we regularly sighted wild changoézing like sheep or cowshey seemed to
overcome their inhibitions, in order batten before winter arrives. Probably they knew that the hunting season was ove
Their less fortunate mates had been served on plates in thenslimgpgastronomic restaurants. To our surptlsere

was a fair share of top class restauranthénare. In some, the price was as extraordinary as the quality of their food.
Luckily, we also found a few newcomers that served extraordinsingsht ordinary pricesSome how it 6s a
some of St. Moritzé | et s eutnetdemplemainlysto ke seem rathebtean foraheir k n c
delicacies, as an Italian waiter complained about his rich and famous countrymen.

Despite the financial crisis and tegong Swiss Franthe Engadin Valley is still a favoured holiday destinatiamfiary
northern Italians. Somei | | ages | i ke Cel erina, are dubbed by 1|l oca

Many come here to take advantage of the extraordinarily sunny clMdhgg.isthet o u rjoy s théfaamers sorrow.
Theabundance ofiigation systems are proof how dnethntirevalley is. This year was not only extraordiiyasunny,
but also extraordindy warm.Con s e g u e nt | y.Pespit¢ thedackdofaturalsnew) St.\Wloritz opened its ski
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seasoras plannedn December'3 Artificial snowsolved all the problemS$ome of ithad been brought to downtown,
fort he fAcity r aceo tofgamizedinthe 06 w pedesttianagaal | 'y bei ng

All that many skiers could not be attracted as @etthe second Decembeeekeil this changed suddenll seemed as
if all of Poland and the Czech Republiereon the main road that connects Austria with Zerkeam there, most Polish
continued towards Ofenpass, whereas some of the Czech headed direction StLMeritze learned that the nearby
Italian resorttown of Livigno is marketing itself with sweet e§bason deals; obviously successfully. A few years ago,
they attracted half of Denmarkut as Eastern Europe has a bigger army of wiliaggain hunterghey nav targeted
Poland and the Czech Republicfeiv kilometres outside Zernethe single line tunnalonnecting Livigno with
Switzerland used to createore than tekilometres of traffigam every winter weelend. A better traffic management,
allowingatfir stonly outward trafficfor severalhours and then onlynward traffic seemed to alleviate the problem.

Rivers and lakes started freezing in Noventhérthe only other signs of winter were the crosantry ski tracks that

were being set up on the meanwhile brown meadows. Bridges, snow canons and lamp poles, as well as pay booths:
put in placelt seemed that Santa Clause had an affair with Mdtlsata, as the Engadin Valldinally got covered with
asnow blanket on Decembef 8011.We
appreciated it very much that we now could
enjoy our chosen hidaway with a completely
new face; the one of winter wonderland.

Now many mountain passes weréngeclosed
but to make sure the Engadin stays conneeted
fair share of mountain roads are being kept
open year around. A few others, like Fliela
Pass, have prolonged winter openings thanks to
private interest groups that arrange snow
removal. Some of themoneycomes from
sponsors, but the bulk is still paid by the
government.

Only two weeks after the snow arrived, our
time in Zernez was already over and we were a g
bit sad to leave. Ironically, despite all those
sunny days experienced, we had heavy snowfall
on the day of our departure. Though Fliela Pass
was still open, we felt it was safer to use the o
Vereina rail loadinginderneath the mountain.

Unexpected inconveniences

Well, the time we chose to hide away included also tidax/New Year periodds we wanted to duck out on pag
high season prices, we had to leave ski resorts. Instead, we decided to venture abroad, to the Germiakshore of

Constance On the internet, we found many appealing apar
reservation, as nobody would go there, at this time of the Wk, our lastminute attempt to make a reservation was
quite atrickya f f ai r . Most prospective Landlords found an ex

of the year. The place that finally acceptesonly did so, because we arrivaileadyfour days befor€hristmas and
stayed for more than a we€Their other apartments were not being let. It soon got obvious; Southern Germans are far
more traditional than the two of us.

Our journey there was as tricky, as our bookig.did have snow all the wagventhe motorwaywas white. &ortly

before reahing our destination, the road got more and more slipperit.ascended a fair bit, we started to worry,
whether we were still orhé right track. More and morefélt like driving on soft soapThereforewe stopped halfway up
the hill to mount our sow chains and ask for directions. After seeing that even proud owners ovédWi@es with brand
new winter tyres got stuck, and after getting confirmed that we were on the right track, we felt much better. For almos
hour we fiddled with our brand neshainsin the darkand drove on, only to realise after a few kilomethed this road

led to Immenstdt, instead of Immenstal Right; turn back and down those curves agambkoon as wlad leftthe

Allgauer High plateaand goton the right track, the road was blgbsr the first time today HereWE became traffic
obstacle until wénadfound a place to dismount osiowchains!

At Immenstaad, we finally spent a quiet week in a nice apartment overlooking Lake Constancaé\efew
excursions to the nearby villages and towns like Linéfaedrichshafen and Radolfzell.
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With a stroke of Luck to the Valais Valley

Good Fortune was on our side when we returned to Switzerland. The weather prediction was again $apieang
therefore we decided spontaneously, to leave two days early to the Visdagdtempted to book a B&Br two days in
Obergesteln. Had we been able to get in there, we would have enbleithggut-off in that village for almost a week.
Instead, v were among the last ones to usefthika rail loadindgoefore it had to geclosed for risk of avalanches.eNV
passed through Obergesteln just a fewrhdefore the road down to the valley had to get closed as well. We regretted
that we could only stop briefly ithe manywintery snowy hamletef the upper Valais along our way. Howevater
hearing on the radio that the road closed almost behintdwas ia relief that we now had a bookimgch further down

the valley. Whilst we were staying comfortably in a very nice B&B in Niedergampel, a lot of snow was coming down.
Lucky us; our landladprovided
outstanding service: she eveug

our car oubefore we departed.

It was a Saturday, and on top New
Year 6s Eve, which
one of the main weekends for people
commuting in or out of holiday
apartments. Fortunatelye had

now less than 50 kito our
destinationWith all the snow on the
road, we were glad that most of the
traffic moved in the opposite
direction. In fact, those on their way
home were not really moving; they
were stuck due to bad road
conditions and heavy traffic. Most
had to stop on the roadsiderhount
snow chains, before joining the
10km queue up to the Lotschberg
railloadingl t di dnét hel
of the soug it rather brought them
further in. The road ahead of them,
as several dozen others, had to get closed the same morning due tertosaand fear of avalanchésd again; we

were not affectedas our chosen location was once more in a dry and sunny valley.

Saas Grund: plenty of sun and snow

On a road with relatively littlsnow,we reached our holiday apartmenSaas Grund Though our new Landlord was
busycleaning the car pamkith a big snow blowe¢his new toy)there veren 6 t big snowmassesround here
Despitetha | t i t %60 enetresfaboledsea level, there ardg about half a metre and we learpsdn ow  di d n 6 |
beforeDecember 1%. Strong windsas common around hetead meanwhilélown mostsnow away Only thanks to

Mother Huld® equity, this popular skiing area gotoit of awhite blanket again last night.

Our basemenfiat was in a holiday chalet that consisted of two apartments odysituated in a small hamlet, from

which we could reach the village centre of Saas Gmdpkeasant twenty minutes stradllong a winter hiking path.
Though that vill age o raethreesapsrmarkgtef &ich at ledsteobeiwassopen en,Surgtlaly e r
as well According to law, supermarkets in Switzerland are closed on Sundaigh, apparentigoesiit apply to touristy
areas like the Valais.

TonearbySaasFee it was only a bit mor eZetmhtthayarath sh o wrpdtdamedss| k
alpineresorttowns As anyfamousplaces t hey coul d easily be r eciahgbitansed b
have more than 10 pharmacies at hakidadverti® in, around hergoften heard dialects like English or Chinese.

Such holiday places are keen to rethigit good image. Being céiree is one way to do so. What soulills a great idea

in theory, means i n pr ldoatydttisdeit,by aycainthedegplad@d’ou angy shduldtbe wawy o r r
of the silently approachinglectricallypowered vehiclethat arespeeding arounith big numbersNot only businesses,
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also all local families have at least one of them and no way seems too short to uguthibere are certainino cars
indeed, they are aflarked in hugéexpensive)nulti-storey car parks outsidée village

Comparing toSaas Fee and ZermaBaas Grund felt like @uristy, thoughordinary village despite the many holiday
apartmentsnd hotels

During our first week, tourist accommodations were full to the rim but diigefirst week of January, it was a bit like in
Southern Spain; most places were empigly those with competitive pricinfilled up, mainly with Germans, Dutch and
English.Furthermoremany Italian and French spent their ski holidays around DBespite all the talking about the
strong Swiss Franc and the weak Euro, many foreigners still chose Switzerland for a vasdtiog.as the quality is all
right, many do morethayontydtarttmoanipgawen theylthave to pay drtidispose otheir garbage.

Cut off

Soon, more snow was coming and for a tys,our village was cut off from the rest of
the world due to a risk of avalanchd3.i d nebwant tew be far away fromitalith at 6 s
exactly what we got now! Seriously, there was not that much snow falling on Saas Grune = 1,1, W —
However, on the radio weeard withhow much more snow the valleys aroundhad to

fight. Thereforewe were just cut off because of the access roads. Again, dozens had to be

closed some for a couple of days, others for a week.

From our landlady we heard that the Saasévialley of Saas)as well as other southern valleggjoy asunny ad dry
micro climate. In fact, we had observed that meadows are equipped with irrigation 3istesnsund hereWe learned
that several weeks without downpour are no exceptiohif snow arrives, it stays the entire wirdeie to the cold

T h at 6tly whabattractsunseeking winter touristdeanwhile it developed t@an important industrthe locals
depend ona huge money making machine that pays for the many snow making maghiciesn turn make sure, the
doughkeeps snowing in

Although until the end of Januatis winter was warmer than average, it was also one that blessed the mountainous
areas wittmoresnowthan usually. As our valley always seems to receive the sun, some others always seem to receiv
the bulk of the snowln stark contrast to the Sadalley, which got only about 50 cm of snothe Létschentaland
Obergomsralleys both got more than five metrestoBoth were regularly cut off this winter; Obergoaigeadyseven

times until midof FebruaryNowadays, avalanches are-set
offartificial | y but wit h s uctpossibleo w
to copeas quickly as everybodiked.

However, after a few days, the situation imprgwad one

road afteranother could be opened again. With typiSaliss
perfectionism, the roads were not only cleaebe drivable,
they were almost polished till they shdnevenon altitudes

a b o vOBOM2NG6w, it was easy to reach the villages that

had received most of the snodnfortunatelywe di dné't
have unlimited viewalong the way, as the snow walls lining
the road were often higher than our cdirlooked truly

fairy-tale like; not only the landscape, also the villagés
typical black wooden Valais houses stood in the midst of
snow that ped up higher than their doorshé& roofs had to

bear up to twanetres of the white sff.

We dondt Kk n o whode snaw massksoveoatie
locals,bup hot o o0 b s es s e detdnoughrofitsWith a bitue sky, itllooked really fantasgiometimes it was

just challenging to bring the camera in a posithigher than the snow wallSxcept along winter hiking paths oross
countryski slopes, you lthsunk immediately deep into the fluffy blanket as soon as yiuHe tar.

According to |l ocals, most mount ainutlosasyindechdesayhavshe snow t I
masses we had seen on ,welkeanuimpressivédsiylt mde®lTr they gledstilblassutizan half

as highof what we had seen in Norway on 800m above sea level in May al1ltings are relatie!

We regularly enjoyed walks on the many well prepared winter walking tracks. However, we realized how old fashione
our winterwalking must be, as our sole equipmentsrescomfy warm clothing arfuiking boots.To go with modern

times, many wintewanderers invest heavigndd on 6t mi nd t o st r ug g,like snemishobs oa d d i
sticks. Up to now, we were forfeited to the delusion that snow shoes are designed to be dseg ipowder snoand
Nordic-walking sticks not only to be carried or dragged along
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Final thought s about our stay in Switzerland

Our first three and a half months i n Swaxgeaesl.rDuriaghd bl e

February, we reserved two weeks to visit r el aEdthamds ¢
her hubby Kdr down in the lowlandsThere, the weather was more like we had km&wiss winters from the time whe

we were still #fAor di nar.Yhateneandtwas oftenowetamd doggfeelihg cajderahbrerttheo t t
mountains.

Well, our decision to spendvéinter in Switzerlangbut far away from relatives and friendsight have been egoistic, but
somehow it was also just what we needed. When we boc
located in valleys that receive still more sun than Andal@&iashie and dry air make cold temperatures easily bearable
Mountain air is reputed to makeu hungry, so we ate lots of typical Swiss fobkie Fondueor Raclette andve took
advantage of thigresistible choice of gghurts.Surely,whatwe experiencedasSwi t z er | an d 0 sanddatiwasc o
even sweeter than web6d expected. Away from the count
far away from it all, but still close enough to civilisation.

France: passing the Loire Valley

Meanwhile it was mid February 2012. Next on our itinerary was Brittany and on the way, we intended to visit some of
sights along the Loire River. Expecting that idaphfiats 1t i
on short notice, we were kind of surprised that the first three pleeesntactegdwere fully booked alreadysurely, the

first one would hee been quite speciah convertednill spanning a rivulet. But the other two ones were located in
Brittany, which isnot really a prime winteholiday destination. However, after showisgme flexibilityanda bit ofre-
schedulingwe found something that suited our teatelour pocket

Just as we were leavirBwitzerland, another blizzard was sitagt We were glad to get out of it and as we reached the
Jura Regionwe even saw the sun again. For the next 600km till we reachédithev/alley, many small water bodies
were frozen because of the egtienal cold spell that hit the continent this month.

Our first overnight stay was the pretty town oBeauneand then wévased ourselves for two days in Bldis have a
look at some of theastles nearbyBecause of school
holidays, the car parks at the most popular ones were quite
packed. One of BfmwasChéatealChambord, nick named

t he Asuper | duetbitsghear §izeandst | €
elaborate appearance.

We also likedhe impressiv€hateau Chenoncedhat is

built across theiverCher As we di dnodot f ¢
fromthe inside,wefond t he U 26r2)gustit r a
to see ifrom the outside, a bit steep. Never miadery

river has two shoresnd luckily we found #ovely forest

track thatled us just to theppositeside ofthe castle...

Also severabf the areés townsstill boast symbols of
former royal power. Many are fortifigdwnsand have
bold castlesbove rows oEharming houses, like e.ig.
Blois, Amboise an&Gaumur.

Brittany : sunshine, cré pes and stunning seascapes

On the motorway, we headed further west. AfteWepassi
thoughtBrittany i s a | onely place. On usthad totglodr fhoagmdy,; itth adidds
Brittany. Thereforewe waved our intended stop on the coast and visited the town of iastezsl. It has a quaint old
town with many haltimbered houseds we wandered the ol d st reateriessvere we ¢
specializing in épes: all of Brittany is obsessed withesepancakesWe joined in and samplethe first ¢épes of many
more we imbibediuringthe comings weeksHereaboutti 6 s n ot | u sCrépeaaresfitemsséniedisan a ¢ k .
succession of three courses, making it a full meal consisting of a-sta@per, a makulish crépend a sweet one for
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pudding. Tle savoury version is calld@Galett® and made obuckwhea{dark flour). The filling can be anything you can
imagine and pay for.

Summery Morbihan C oast

On February 282012,we r eached our first hol i daTpe fldtwaslotatedny 300 o r
metres from the se#t belonged tdhe village of Erdevem theMorbihan DepartmentBr i t t any 6 s ®ia@d.ut h
A former farm building and its horse stables had clevieglsnconverted into seven nice holiday flaig our big

surprise, the other apartments were occupied asatlleNith French familiedolidaying Sa we were not the only
weirdoes, coming here in February.

After ourfive-daytripalongt he Loire, we woul d have gmdweatherdoonzed usau s 0
every day. Often it was foggy in the morning, clearing up during the afterhbors t of t he ti me we
and temperatures rose daily. From initial 8°C, the thermometer soon sholvadd.th@ 16°, not stopping there. One
display on a pharmacy even indicated 3B%t we assume that was when it had about 22°Gyriealhd of February
Anyway; it did feel like summeaind the locals callthisaré@ 1 t e dO6 Azuax of Brittany

As we drove to the southern tip @liberonPeninsula, popular for its sandy beagclasswell ador its cliffs, we were

puzzled about the amount of traffic. All view poimtere quite popular and some car pasiese full to the rimPeople

went surfing, sunbathing and some diehards even swimimg¢he coastal patit lookedas ifa column of ants was

moving alongyoung and old peopi@ massesAt lunch time, al fresco dining proofe@ry popular. First we thoughtt 0 s
only like that on a we ek ewedek.Thbudtitlooked liké inadimndetit wgsedally antyy ¢
February. Seeing thiand the many tourist accommodasahatwerenot yet open for the season, van easily imagine

t hat cduldareadyostart at Easter timldo wonder that or travel guidebook wasynot even to thinklzout driving

down to Quiberon duringummer.

Megaliths and old customs

Brittany is not only popular with bead¢iums, but also witpeople interested in aged culturesdue to its abundance of
megaiths. The best known and biggest of these

prehistoric sites are situated around Carnac and Erdeven,

l'iterally jwirenm oursholidaly fteri édfis t hr o

about stone boulders in different sizeslshapesup to

several tons heavy and carried from far awdyugh

such megaliths can be found from Spain to the very north

of Europe, Brittag has a extraordinary number. They

wereplacedby ancientculture b et ween 46500 and 26500

BC. Some form kilometre long lines, others form

chambers witthuge lidrocks, again others are grouped

in circles or agnegalithicstone shipsThe megalithsire

being distinguished as Dolmen, Menhirs, Cairns or

Cromlechs, whichridicates thevay they are standing in

or their arrangement with others. Scientists coul dné
agree on theirole. They establishedildly different

theories; fronfertility - to burial or sacrifcial sites but

also calendars dandng spots for extraterstrials are

considered.

The region also has a |l ot to offer to history bu"ffs

and @' century Celtic immigrants fronWales inGr eat Br i tain arrandvbdt 08 hodaiybs
Though at times, its culture was heavily suppressed by French Patriarchs, the Breton customs and language survive
this day. Meanwhile the language is again spoken by 5% o&Brity 6 s popul ati on and al |l p

bilingual.

Many excursions led us along the coast and also to pretty harblmirsnly thosdor fishing boats, also those with

leisure boats were bustling. Because of the Atlantics huge tidal ampptedel captainandfishermen alike, cannot

leave and return after their moods, but havstitk to the tidalkcharts. Small anthrge shipsarefi gr ou n d etdl@ a't
This might be annoying for seamen, but landlubbers admire the change of scenery drad tgéed opportunity to
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http://www.morbihan.com/
http://www.quiberon.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megalith

