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Australia: an entire continent almost like a zoo

Australia, or officially the Commonwealth of Australia, is 8mallest continent. Despite having been here for altogether
more than 30 months already, we always love to return. Due to its very diverse and omnipresent wildlife, the entire
country somehow feels like a huge zoo. With its surface of 7,617,930 squanekilor e s , Australia i
largest country. The 25 million inhabitants, of whom most live along the coast, still make Australia one of the least
popul ated nations. Sydney (pop. 5,1 mil |I0O)dhetapitals t he
Australia became independent from the UK in1907, but still belongs to the British Commonwealth, with Queen Elizab
Il as head of the state.

As on most Pacific I sl ands, al so Aust rraticantacbveith Eurogkang, e r
because the Aboriginals had no immunity to disease brought in by the white man. For a long time, the white colonize!
did not respect them as legal land owners. In contrary; everything was acceptable to get rid of the Abtragimesas

no | aw protecting them. We read stories of missionar
same faith.

Australiabds i ndi ge nwdlintotheenewsbciety. Uetiv1867, theynwere ot eaen eodsidered
Australian citizens, and simply ignored by the census. Until 1970, many Aboriginal children, especially of mixed dece
were forcefully removed from their mothers. Churches, missionshengovernment wanted to ram faith and western
mi ndset into them! Those unfortunate people are nowas

Many of the first white settlers to Australia, were prisoners deported from the UK. As Great Britain intethiteduo
its lowerclass, even a minor trespass was sufficient, to get deported to this giant prison island. Many pioneers followe
voluntarily in search of a new and better life.

Nowadays, Australia is a classic immigration country with settlers priedothy from the British Isles, the European
continent and Asia. The country consists of 8 states and territories, with partly very different laws. For instance, sellin
vehicle in a different Australian state than it was bought, can be a mayor hassle.

Australia has 8,222 islands within its maritime borders. The biggest anknasah ones are the state Tdsmania
(64,519 knd), Melville Island (5,786 krf), Kangaroo Island (4,416 K Groote Eylandt (2,285 kfj Bathurst Island
(1,693 kn?) and Frasersland (1,653 krf).
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TheTerritories of Australialso includeNorfolk Island in the Pacific Ocean, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas
Islandand the Ashmoreand Cartiefislands in théndian Oceayas wel as the suintarctic Heard, McDonald &
Macquarie Islands. Furthermore, also Australia claims a territory in the Antarctica.

Melbourne: a modern bustling city

Our Australian adventure started on Februatfy 2018, when we alighted from our first flight with a A380. Emirates
Airline brought us in style from Auckland to Melbourne. Knowing the city has 4,7 million inhabitants, you know it is a
big place and it gets ever bigger anMelboume las afiardhare of . E
ultra-modern skyscraper$he city attracted many immigrants from around the world, but recently predominantly from
India and Asia. Together, they gave the once a bit dull city a real boost. The city has now a perfect blend between
Victorian buildings and contemporary creatarehitecture. We love the bustling centre, the many parks and the lively
promenade along the Yarra River.
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We also love

Mel bourneds multicultural atmosphere and consider it
immigrant groups. The cityentre feels nowadays very Asian not just from the faces but also from the stores and the w
choice of cheap and healthy Asian eateries. Il roni cal

because the girls dress up liketsefor hunting, and cocks & hens because they drink until they drop. Asians, on the othe
hand, rather socialize around a meal.

Tasmania: a sunny week on the island reputed for bad weather

On March %, we flew to-statectral
Tasmania. We spent our first 4 days in the pretty capital
Hobart, nicely situated on a natural harbour with a lively
promenade. That the fishing vessels had been shifted to
the outskirts, is certainly better for the fishermen, yet it
took parts of the char off the harbourfront. Hobart felt
much more European than continental Australia. Here
we found proper bakeries, a deli shop called
AWursthauso, and the popul
well.

As we drove by bus to Launceston, we passed road signs for
villages like Interlaken and Grindelwald. At our destination,
we ate at a Thai restaurant which was run by a German

i mmi grant . In Launceston, w
double room. The town itself surprised us with many well
maintained colonial bidings.

From Launcestonwe joined two daytrips to see a bit of the
countryside. One led us to the famous Cradle Mountain
national park. We hiked around Lake Dove and visited other
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parts of the park where we were lucky to be able to obs&allabysandPademelos, an even smaller Kangaroo specie.
We were also fortunate, to see live Wombats for the first time in our lives. Those cute animals appear like small bear:
they are marsupials walking on four legs. As they dig burrows, mother nature thdy@ghffupped females with a baby
pouch opening towards the back. Apart from some Pademelon species, Tasmania has conserved more wildlife that ¢
was widespread on the Australian continent, like the very shy carnivorous and scavenging marsupials asman De
the Spottedtail Quoll (both resembling weasel), which we unfortunately only encountered stuffed in a national park
centre.

Sure enough, tours always stop at t hose {aotariesiamdtay pl a
laverder farm. The latter gets overrun by visitors from China, after a Chinese actress posted a picture of her on the
internet, holding a lavendstuffed purple teddy from that farm. After the Chinese president got one of these unique plu
species as a gifttemand increased that much that visitors are now restricted to buying only one each!

Our second excursion brought us to the sandy beaches on the east coast, all framed by deep blue water. After tastin
oysters from a nearby aquaculture farm, we
visited Cosy Bay. Here, you find big round
boulders, covered in bright orange lichen. The
rocks look great and tempt visitors to climb up.
Unfortunately, one of our group made a stumble
and fell. I't didndét | ook that dr ame
r oc ks a rideredsily, shethadeoshs
airlifted to a hospital by helicopter.

Touring around Australia by car: buying or hiring?

Al together, webve already spent more than 2 | years
bought a caand sold it after almost a year of travelling around. For a longer discovery trip, buying a vehicle and sellin
attheendi s certainly the best choice. For shorter trips

know now, therare only a handful of odd exceptions, we would recommend hiring a vehicle.
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This time, we intended initially to spend three months onlyjsi#ing some of our favourites with rendeérs. However,

after reading the finerints of Australiancar e nt a | contracts, webdbve found too
without insurac e cover at all! Wedd be I|liable for the entir
roof, if it gets flooded, even in an underground parking, if we hit an animal or a tree, if we would dare to drive dn a gre
road, or above thenso w | i n e, BayswdteirsSydneymaré Perth was the onbr rentacompany we found with
acceptable rental conditions. However, their r e dithroi
gravel road pptableteus.cEvewen s -Beterlang gravel strip between the sealed main road and your
accommodation, insurance cover is void!
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