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Australia: an entire continent almost like a zoo  
 
Australia, or officially the Commonwealth of Australia, is the smallest continent. Despite having been here for altogether 

more than 30 months already, we always love to return. Due to its very diverse and omnipresent wildlife, the entire 

country somehow feels like a huge zoo. With its surface of 7,617,930 square kilometres, Australia is the worldôs sixth 

largest country. The 25 million inhabitants, of whom most live along the coast, still make Australia one of the least 

populated nations. Sydney (pop. 5,1 million) is the countryôs biggest city and Canberra (pop. 350,000) the capital. 

Australia became independent from the UK in1907, but still belongs to the British Commonwealth, with Queen Elizabeth 

II as head of the state. 

 

As on most Pacific Islands, also Australiaôs indigenous population declined sharply after the first contact with Europeans, 

because the Aboriginals had no immunity to disease brought in by the white man. For a long time, the white colonizers 

did not respect them as legal land owners. In contrary; everything was acceptable to get rid of the Aborigines. There was 

no law protecting them. We read stories of missionaries considering Aborigines as animals, because they didnôt follow the 

same faith. 

 

Australiaôs indigenous people never integrated well into the new society. Until 1967, they were not even considered 

Australian citizens, and simply ignored by the census. Until 1970, many Aboriginal children, especially of mixed decent, 

were forcefully removed from their mothers. Churches, missions and the government wanted to ram faith and western 

mindset into them! Those unfortunate people are nowadays revered to as the ñlost generationò.  

 

Many of the first white settlers to Australia, were prisoners deported from the UK. As Great Britain intended to thin out 

its lower-class, even a minor trespass was sufficient, to get deported to this giant prison island. Many pioneers followed 

voluntarily in search of a new and better life.  

 

Nowadays, Australia is a classic immigration country with settlers predominantly from the British Isles, the European 

continent and Asia. The country consists of 8 states and territories, with partly very different laws. For instance, selling a 

vehicle in a different Australian state than it was bought, can be a mayor hassle.  

 

Australia has 8,222 islands within its maritime borders. The biggest and best-known ones are the state of Tasmania 

(64,519 km2), Melville Island (5,786 km2), Kangaroo Island (4,416 km2), Groote Eylandt (2,285 km2), Bathurst Island 

(1,693 km2) and Fraser Island (1,653 km2). 
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The Territories of Australia also include Norfolk Island in the Pacific Ocean, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas 

Island and the Ashmore- and Cartier-Islands in the Indian Ocean, as well as the sub Antarctic Heard, McDonald & 

Macquarie Islands. Furthermore, also Australia claims a territory in the Antarctica. 

 

Melbourne: a modern bustling city  
 

Our Australian adventure started on February 25th 2018, when we alighted from our first flight with a A380. Emirates 

Airline brought us in style from Auckland to Melbourne. Knowing the city has 4,7 million inhabitants, you know it is a 

big place and it gets ever bigger and more modern. Being Australiaôs second largest city, Melbourne has a fair share of 

ultra-modern skyscrapers. The city attracted many immigrants from around the world, but recently predominantly from 

India and Asia. Together, they gave the once a bit dull city a real boost. The city has now a perfect blend between 

Victorian buildings and contemporary creative architecture. We love the bustling centre, the many parks and the lively 

promenade along the Yarra River. 

 

We also love 

Melbourneôs multicultural atmosphere and consider it a big asset. The suburbs are characterized by the different 

immigrant groups. The city centre feels nowadays very Asian not just from the faces but also from the stores and the wide 

choice of cheap and healthy Asian eateries. Ironically, in Chinatown itôs ñthe white Australiansò that stand out negatively, 

because the girls dress up like tarts for hunting, and cocks & hens because they drink until they drop. Asians, on the other 

hand, rather socialize around a meal.  

 

Tasmania: a sunny week on the island reputed for bad weather   
 

On March 5th, we flew to Australiaôs island-state of 

Tasmania. We spent our first 4 days in the pretty capital 

Hobart, nicely situated on a natural harbour with a lively 

promenade. That the fishing vessels had been shifted to 

the outskirts, is certainly better for the fishermen, yet it 

took parts of the charm off the harbourfront. Hobart felt 

much more European than continental Australia. Here 

we found proper bakeries, a deli shop called 

ñWursthausò, and the population appeared European as 

well.  

 

 

 

As we drove by bus to Launceston, we passed road signs for 

villages like Interlaken and Grindelwald. At our destination, 

we ate at a Thai restaurant which was run by a German 

immigrant. In Launceston, we stayed again in a backpackerôs 

double room. The town itself surprised us with many well 

maintained colonial buildings.  

 

From Launceston, we joined two daytrips to see a bit of the 

countryside. One led us to the famous Cradle Mountain 

national park. We hiked around Lake Dove and visited other 
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parts of the park where we were lucky to be able to observe Wallabys and Pademelons, an even smaller Kangaroo specie. 

We were also fortunate, to see live Wombats for the first time in our lives. Those cute animals appear like small bears, yet 

they are marsupials walking on four legs. As they dig burrows, mother nature thoughtfully equipped females with a baby-

pouch opening towards the back. Apart from some Pademelon species, Tasmania has conserved more wildlife that once 

was widespread on the Australian continent, like the very shy carnivorous and scavenging marsupials Tasman Devil, or 

the Spotted-tail Quoll (both resembling weasel), which we unfortunately only encountered stuffed in a national park 

centre. 

 

Sure enough, tours always stop at those touristy places, weôd never go otherwise. We visited cheese-factories and a 

lavender farm. The latter gets overrun by visitors from China, after a Chinese actress posted a picture of her on the 

internet, holding a lavender-stuffed purple teddy from that farm. After the Chinese president got one of these unique plush 

species as a gift, demand increased that much that visitors are now restricted to buying only one each! 

 

Our second excursion brought us to the sandy beaches on the east coast, all framed by deep blue water. After tasting fresh 

oysters from a nearby aquaculture farm, we 

visited Cosy Bay. Here, you find big round 

boulders, covered in bright orange lichen. The 

rocks look great and tempt visitors to climb up. 

Unfortunately, one of our group made a stumble 

and fell. It didnôt look that dramatic, but as those 

rocks arenôt accessible easily, she had to be 

airlifted to a hospital by helicopter. 

 

Touring around Australia by car: buying or hiring?   
 

Altogether, weôve already spent more than 2 İ years on the red continent, so we know Australia quite well. Twice, weôve 

bought a car and sold it after almost a year of travelling around. For a longer discovery trip, buying a vehicle and selling it 

at the end, is certainly the best choice. For shorter trips, we believed as yet, itôs best to rent a car. Though for what we 

know now, there are only a handful of odd exceptions, we would recommend hiring a vehicle. 

 

This time, we intended initially to spend three months only, re-visiting some of our favourites with rental-cars. However, 

after reading the fine-prints of Australian car-rental contracts, weôve found too many exclusions that would leave us 

without insurance cover at all! Weôd be liable for the entire value of the car in cases like if the car gets damaged on the 

roof, if it gets flooded, even in an underground parking, if we hit an animal or a tree, if we would dare to drive on a gravel 

road, or above the snow line, and so oné Bayswater in Sydney and Perth was the only car rental company we found with 

acceptable rental conditions. However, their restricted radius to ñdriveaboutò, and first of all, their extraordinary strict ñno 

gravel road policyò was unacceptable to us. Even on a 50-meter-long gravel strip between the sealed main road and your 

accommodation, insurance cover is void! 
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